
 

 

North Yorkshire Council 
 

General Licensing and Registration Sub-Committee 
 
Minutes of the meeting held on Monday, 13 April 2026 commencing at 10.00 am. 
 
Councillors Tim Grogan, Andrew Lee and Andy Paraskos. 
 
Officers present:  Lynne Ashton – Senior Solicitor, Wan Malachi – Senior Licensing Enforcement 

Officer, Sharon Cousins – Area Licensing Manager (observing), Sophie Bird - 
Licensing Enforcement Officer (observing); and Dawn Drury - Democratic 
Services Officer. 

 

 
Copies of all documents considered are in the Minute Book 

 

 
1 Election of Chair 

 
Decision 
 
That Councillor Tim Grogan be elected as Chair for the duration of the meeting. 
 
(Councillor Grogan in the Chair) 
 

2 Apologies for absence 
 
There were no apologies for absence. 
 

3 Disclosures of interest 
 
There were no declarations of interest, however, in the interests of transparency, 
Councillors Grogan and Lee advised the Sub-Committee that they had been present at a 
previous Sub-Committee hearing for the applicant in September 2025, but that this would 
have no bearing on their decision-making at the hearing today. 
 

4 Procedure for meeting 
 
Decision 
 
The Sub Committee agreed the procedure for the meeting as outlined by the Chair. 
 

5 Exclusion of the press and public 
 
The decision 
 
That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the press and public were 
excluded from the meeting during consideration of the item of business at minute no 6 on 
the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in 
paragraph 1 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act as the Panel was satisfied that the public 
interest in maintaining the exemption outweighed the public interest in disclosing the 
information. 
 
 



 

 

6 To determine the suitability of a driver to hold a Hackney Carriage and Private Hire 
Driver's Licence 
 
The Corporate Director, Environment asked the Sub-Committee to consider whether the 
applicant was a fit and proper person to hold a Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Driver’s 
Licence.  
 
Options available to the sub-committee  
 

 If the Sub-Committee is satisfied that, on the balance of probability, the applicant is 
a fit and proper person to hold a licence, it may grant the licence.  

 

 If the Sub-Committee is not satisfied that the applicant is a fit and proper person to 
hold a licence, it must refuse to grant the licence.  

 
Decision  
 
The Sub-Committee members considered all written and oral representations and taking 
everything into account, agreed that the applicant was not a fit and proper person and that 
the application for renewal of their Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Drivers licence 
should be REFUSED; this refusal to renew by virtue of section 61(1)(b) of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 12.31 pm. 


